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Family Fun at Toy Town!
East Aurora, New York…The Toy Town Museum is offering a brand new series of workshops for families to enjoy time together while using art to create toys.
The workshops have been designed by local artists Alixandra Martin, Jennifer Seth-Cimini and Heather Harris.  All are working artists at redfish Studios and Gallery on Elm St. in East Aurora.  The camps are design to give parents and their younger children the opportunity to learn about art and important life lessons from recycling to our community.
The series will kick-off on Saturday, May 31with “Flying High – A Lesson on Wind and Kite-Building”.  The workshop will include a lesson on the history of kites, how kites are constructed and how the wind works to make kites fly.  There will be demonstrations with existing kites and a hands-on lesson to where participants will build your own kite to take home.  The suggested ages are from 4-7 years old.
On June 14th, the Toy Town Museum will be Going Green – A Lesson on the Environment and Creating Art with Recycled Materials.”  There will be a lesson on caring for the environment, fighting pollution, and making art from “garbage”.  Pictures of art made from tires, cans, and other recyclable materials will be shown, and each participant will learn on how to make their very our own artistic ‘toy’ using recyclable materials.  Suggested ages for these workshops are from 4-7 years old.
In August, workshop participants will learn about their community and puppet making with “Being Helpful.”  There will be a lesson on the people who make your community work well, stay clean and safe – garbage collectors, mail carriers, police officers, ambulance drivers, fire fighters – and why it is important to be helpful including a special visit from a local community helper.  Each participant will learn to make their community helper puppet to take home with them.  This workshop is designed for the little ones ages 
2-4  years old.

The museum will also be offering additional programs in the Fall.  In September local artist Tess Lojacono will be leading a Toy Town Toddler Arts Program.  With the parents by their side, toddlers will become budding artists and learn about the masters of art.  These littlest students will splatter paint, use charcoal and chalk on ‘cave walls’,and mural and collage with the best of them!  The five one-hour classes to be held every Saturday from September 13-October 11 will explore Jackson Pollack, cave art, Georgia O’Keeffe and more!  
And to complete this series of workshops, “Expressing Yourself – A Lesson on the Influence of Music on Art” will focus on how music influenced and still influences the work of great artists.  Participants will play children’s instruments, listen to different types of music and create artwork.  The suggested ages are from
3-7 years old.
The “Family Workshops” are $25 per session and the Toddler Arts Program is $75.  For more information about the Family Workshops, contact the Toy Town Museum at (716) 687-5151 or log onto to www.toytownusa.com.  
