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Toy Camps are Back!
East Aurora, New York…What better way for a kid to spend the summer than surrounded by toys and creative fun?  The Toy Town Museum is offering a series of “toy-riffic” summer camps geared to elementary school aged children.  This year’s programs include camps about fashion, history, recycling and art.  Each of the camps is being led by local teachers and artists who have created camps that are fun and educational. 
To kick-off the first two weeks of camp, the museum has “Fashionista and Candy Creations” camps created by Ms. Emily Olivieri, a local college student studying fashion design in Scotland.  “Fashionista” will help aspiring fashion designers learn more about what is takes to design and make clothing.  In “Candy Creations”, campers will create the sweetest toys around as they design and create toys from candy.

During week three, campers won’t just learn about American history but they will live it during “Playing with History” camp.  The camp has been designed by East Aurora 4th grade teacher Mr. Ryan Sturm, a teacher with a love of history and sharing it with his students.  Through role-playing activities and board games students will go on an unforgettable adventure through American history.  Each day will be a unique experience at a different point in our nation’s history.  At the end of this week students will have a deeper understanding of important historical themes and an increased appreciation for social studies, by living in history through games and toys.  Also, being offered this week is “Cartooning.”  Ms. Michele Meissner, local artist and designer, will teach kids the art of cartooning as she also shares her experiences in art.

Week four campers will learn through art with “Art Makes You Smart” camp.  Students will explore the elements of art and design and the beauty of mathematics as they create beautiful art.  This camp will exercise the creativity of young learners, explore patterns, symmetry, and design while reinforcing mathematical understanding.   Mr. Steven Andresen, a credentialed K-8 art teacher for the past 16 years, has created this camp that integrates art, math and visual literacy.  Steven wrote the Visual Arts Standards (K-5) for the Oakland unified School District, was honored by the district as an “Arts Educator of the Year” in 2004 and is currently a practicing artist redfish Art Gallery & Studios in East Aurora.  
The last week of camp is definitely not the least with “Mornings with the Masters” and “Green America.”  “Mornings with the Masters” with local artist Ms. Tessa Lojacono is a wonderful camp will allow emerging artists to delve into the works of such masters as Picasso, Matisse, Miro, and Chagall and use these artists as their inspiration as they paint, draw and expand their creativity in creating their own masterpieces.  Tessa has an impressive background both as an exhibiting artist and art teacher and will share her experiences with our future masters.  Campers in “Green America” led by Michele Meissner will learn that you don’t have to go to the toy store to get a toy, you can make a toy from things right in your own home.  Each day campers will make toys from recyclables and things we may have thrown out while learning about keeping our country “green”.

Each of the camps are half day and campers interested in attending morning and afternoon sessions are welcome to bring a lunch and enjoy the Toy Town Museum between sessions.  Camps are limited in size so it is important to register early.  Camps are $65 per session for Toy Town Museum patron level members and $75 for non-members with exception of the two week “Fashionista” camp that is $110 for members and $125 for non-members.  The “Adventures at Toy Town” Summer Camps are possible through support from NYS Senator Dale Volker and Fisher–Price.  Applications are available at the Toy Town Museum, the Aurora Recreation Department, on-line at www.toytownusa.com or by calling the Toy Town Museum at (716) 687-5151
The Toy Town Museum is an independent, not for profit museum located on the Fisher-Price campus at 636 Girard Ave., East Aurora, New York and is open Mondays through Tuesdays 12-4 pm, Wednesdays through Saturday from 10:00am-5: 00pm and Sundays 12-4 pm.  
